


vv ———__STAR. WARS- 
023 


SPURRIER 
WALKER 
DEERING 

TARTAGLIA 








THE cuAsTROPE CON 

7 - . Partlv’ co ; 

ir Doctor ‘Aphra’ 's escapé from Recrtaine Jail was siwarted’ 
when current.lover Magna Tolvan’s rescue became a battle 
against Aphra’s ex Sana Starros; herself ona rebel mission to .. 


- . kidnap the doctor.. 
Aphta 's feed for an ancient: artifact has likewise caused ° 


-. Chaos: the treasure.is guarded by a swarm of auckarlousy 
_ Force-powered deadly spores. Under Imperial interrogation 
_she.has revealed their existence.in an. attempt to keep. her 
darkest secret: saa ite of Darth Vader' Ss haste to ectaetie 


ae . ‘the Emperor. 
Fearing contagion, the Empire has abandoned the floating 
jail’ — now on a collision course with an: inhabited. planet! 


Meanwhile, enemies with scores to settle from Aphra’s past, 
like the murderous | “droid dso and ‘the Se 


~-. Tam Posla, close in.. 
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IT’S THE DELICIOUS 


; , IMPROPRIETY OF IT ALL. 
A f var i TRY DO PLAY THE INTERCEPTED . 
2 os j.. AUDIO, BEETEE. ‘ 5 


OH YES, INDEED. 
ONE DOES SO ENJOY 
AN EAVESDROPPED ; : 
CONVERSATION WITH ‘ ye 
ONE'S MORNING x : stings 
ATROCITIES. “ te 









UNIDENTIFIED 
BROADCASTER: 
THIS 1S TAM POSLA. 
STATE YOUR NAME 
AND REASON FOR 
CONTACT. 








WHAT DO 
| YOU WANT, 
. VILLAIN? 


HA! AS YOU ARE ON MY LIST, 
DELUSIONAL MALEFACTRESS. I AM SEEKING 
AS EVER. MY NEMESIS, CORNELIUS 
EVAZAN, BUT REST ASSURED 
T wilt ening 7OU JUSTICE 









































E-EVAZAN. 
THE MUTILATOR 
OF MILVAYNE... 


DAMN YOU, 
WOMAN. IT’S A 
EA 







YES, 
BEETEE. 
JUST AS 
YOU SAY. 


y NS BUT |, MULTIPLE PODS SHE MEANS 
I VY ALSO DONT GOODER ING THEY'RE 
DON'T EVAZAN PRI, . THE ABANDONING 
KNOW. |O'D ALOT. i (T RIGHT 

DELIBERATELY 
VISIT A 
BIOHAZARDOUS 
PRISON ON 
A COLLISION 
COURSE WITH 


A REBEL } LOOSE OR THE 
WORLD. DO F—1\ WHOLE ASTEROID 
YOU? 1 = WOULD BREAK 
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RIOTING. 

TSK. FALLING TO 
SAVAGERY AT THE VERY 
MOMENT THEY SHOULD BE 
RELYING ON EACH 
OTHER. SLOPPY. 


N 
fi EXPERIENCE, 
I'S THE RELYING 







OH MY. TH-THE-- 
SHUFF=--THE 
CONVICTS... 









MURDEROUSLY BUT I HAVE A PLAN/ 
ANGRY AT YOU. / S-SoRTA. SEE, THERE'S THIS GUY WHO 
MIGHT RESCUE US, A-AND I DON'T 
KNOW EXACTLY HOW LONG 
IT'LL TAKE, BUT-- 


APHRA, 

I'M YOUR-- 
WELL, WHATEVER: 
I AM TO YOU--AND 
YOU STILL HAD 
TO BLACKMAIL 
ME. NOBODY'S 
COMING 
FOR YOU. YOU 
DON'T EXACTLY 
INSPIRE 
LOYALTY. 


RUN SOME 
MORE? 


ONE THEY WERE 
INTERROGATING! 
I BET SHE 
CAUSED 


MANY TIMES, 
LOPSET? DON'T 
CALL IT THAT. 





WAIT, 
SH-SHOULDN'T 
WE JUST WAIT 
OUT HERE FOR 

RESCUE? 


ealT'S LIKE--LIKE 
'T_ CAN'T STRAY 


THE 
INTERCEPTOR. 
THE DEAD 
JEDI... 


HEY, APHRA-- 
COULD YOU 
GET US INTO THE 
TUG CRUISER, 
NOW THAT IT’S 


NAH. THESE TWO 
KILLJOYS ARE PROBABLY 
RIGHT. NOBODY'S COMING 

FOR ME. THE TUG'S OUR 
BEST BET. SAFETY... 
RESOURCES... 


MAYBE 
SOME OTHER 
SYSTEMS... 


Ew, 
YOUR FUNGUS 
REALLY FLATTENED 
THAT GUY... 


”” LOCKDOWN'S 
purr ca BYPASS , 
IT. MIGHT TAKE A Fi ihateg 
WHILE, BUT--_ AND HELP ME 
y WITH THIS. 















YOU WERE 
TOGETHER 
ONCE. 





SHE'S BEEN 
TELLING TALES 
ALREADY, 


THAT'S THE 
wMESeHt 2.0} 
. GooD. sorry \ 
PROPERLY FREEZE 11. ZOO. sLoPr 
\ HOPE. SLOPPY 
MEANS-- 







BAD NEWS 
1S, THEY SEALED W-WHAT 
THE BULKHEADS ABOUT THAT 
WHEN THEY SCUTTLED ENORMOUS 
THE SHIP. NO GUN? WE 
WAY DOWN c-- 
THERE. 


TOO HEAVY 
TO LUG DOWN 
THERE. 


IT'D MAKE 
NO DIFFERENCE WX 
ANYWAY. AN ESCAPE 
POD'S TOO WEAK 
TO CLEAR THE 
JAIL'S GRAVITY 
FIELD. 


THAT'S, UH. 
WELL, THAT'S OUR 


DESTINATION. POPULATION: TWO 
BILLION. REBEL SYMPATHIES 
= AT 67%. WE'RE GONNA HIT 
IT LIKE DEATH'S OWN 
HANGOVER. 


APPALLING 
LOSS OF LIFE. 


noses: 7 
RECRUITS. £ MILLIONS 
S| OF COMPLIANT 
. CIVILIANS. 













Ce WHOLE JUNKBALL'S 
THAT DROID, ye TOGETHER BY A & 
= TRACTOR ENVELOPE. ys 
STOPS IT FROM 
BREAKING 
APART. e 






AND 
THE BLAST 
SHIELDS? 
HEY--IF YOU 
CONTROL GRAVITY 


YOU CONTROL 
EVERYTHING. 











FI 
CAN SLICE THE 
GENERATOR-- 
DIAL_IT DOWN A 
LITTLE--THAT 
ESCAPE POD 
COULD GET 
OUT. 





WE CAN 
SMASH THOSE THAT 1S THE 
BULKHEADS MOST INSANELY 


RECKLESS 
PLAN I HAVE 





IMPERIAL 

SECTOR CONTROL? 

THIS 1S INSPECTOR 
TOLVAN. y 









COMMAND ID: 














GREEN-3-8-INDIGO. 
TAM STRANDED ABOARD OU ABORT HAW Nee 
ACCRESKER DUNGHEAD. 


I BEG YOUR 
PARDON? 


Ee 
DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
YOU GOT 
THAT CODE, 
BUT TOLVAN’S 
LOGGED ON 











BESIDES-- 


NO INSPECTOR 
DUTY THREE i“ WOULD BE DUMB 
SECTORS ENOUGH TO GET |} IAS 
STUCK ON THAT SE 
ING. yi ~<- 
ip 
\ | 
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Y'KNOW, IF 
THE REBELS DON'T 
KILL YOU WHEN I DRAG 
YOUR SCRAWNY BUTT 
IN, YOU TWO COULD 
THAT WHOLE 2 a LAST FIVE, MAYBE TEN 
THIN-VENEER- » MINUTES TOGETHER / 
OF-DISCIPLINE BEFORE YOU 
THING. IT'S VERY 
YOU. 


HEAD, APHRA. YOO HAVE ANT IDEA = 
, f Y 1 “ 
HOW INSULTING THAT IS TO A TWI'LEK? = DG tS SAY UP ONO THE 
TO ANYONE? é INTEL THE REBELS WANT 
a 1S ALL HERS. 


UNLESS YOU 
WANT TO TRY 
TORTURING ME 
FOR THE DECRYPT |, 
CODES WHILE = 
I'M TRYING TO 
SAVE US. 


WON'T 
MAKE MUCH 
DIFFERENCE 
TO THE FOLKS 
ON TIFEREP 
MAJOR. Za 


ABOUT THAT? 
HUH. YOU'VE 
CHANGED.. 





IM-- 
I'M SORRY. 
JUST SO YOU 
KNOW. FOR-- 
FOR WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


2SIGHE 
OKAY--LOOK. 
HERE IT 1S, I 
THINK YOU DESERVE 
TO SUFFER. IF WE 
SURVIVE, £ WiLL 
COMPLETE MY 
MISSION WITH 
ALL REQUISITE 
\ VIOLENCE, 
> 


YOU'RE SORRY 
THAT SOMETIMES YOU 
FORGET HOW TO CARE, 
AND YOU'RE SORRY THAT 
YOU ALWAYS GET 
CAUGHT. THAT'S 
ALL. 








BUT-- 
FOR WHAT 
{T'S WORTH? 
IGET I. 


YOu 
DIDN'T ASK 
TO BE BORN 

AWFUL. 


IMPERIAL 
INFORMANT 
‘SYSTEM, AUTOROUTE 
‘A SECURE 
MESSAGE. 


RECIPIENT'S. 
EARS ONLY. 





ALL RIGHT. 
HOLD ONTO 
SOMETHING, 

LADIES. 


ALL PRISONERS: q 
THIS 1S YOUR NEW QUEEN 
SPEAKING. I'M SORRY TO SAY THE 
LANDSCAPE WAS BEGINNING 
TO BORE ME. 


 veciveD 10 Vane 
RENOVATE. Jy 





OH, I JUST 
REARRANGED SOME 
JUNK FROM DEEPER INSIDE 
THE ASTEROID. BROUGHT 
IT RIGHT UP THROUGH 
$O--YOU THE HULL. 
REALLY DON'T 


iy] THINK THAT POSLA 
: ets. y GUY WiLL 
WH-WHAT JUST S COME: 


HAPPENED? 


SCIENCE! 


Q 

GRAVITY'S SET AT 
HALF, AND THERE'S A 
BULKHEAD OPEN TO 


: NEVER 
THE LAUNCH DECK! {7 é HURTS TO HAVE 
! , } A BACKUP, 
LOPSET. 


TOTALLY AT 
RANDOM. 


¥ es 
ALSO, 
6/ YOU KILLED, LIKE, 
\ AHUNDRED 
CONVICTS. 


HEY, APHRA-- 
HOW DID YOU 
BREACH THE BLAST 
SHIELDS DOWN 


YO 
ae aa 
1 SHIP?! 7 
Sere iy! RESTING PLACE 
WITH YOUR PETTY 
SCHEMES? 


BE STILL, 
WORMS! BE 
STILL AND TASTE 
THE LIVING 
FORCE! 





FIRST AN 
EON OF 
SILENCE AND 
STUPIDITY...UNTIL 
THE SPARK 
CAME... 


HAVE A MIND. 
I MUST HAVE 
A SPIRIT. 


YOU AREA 
THING DIVIDED. SPLIT 
BETWEEN INSTINCT 
AND IDEAL... 


~ ) ; 
OL LOGS 
_-A SLIVER Ce 
OF LIGHT...AN 
EXPLORER...AN 
INFECTION OF 
INTELLIGENCE 
AND PURPOSE 
AND--OHHH! 


OH, THE FOCUS! 
THE CERTAINTY! THAT 
STORM OF PERFECT 

CONJOINMENT! 


YOU HAVE 


fay THE FOCUS I 


NEED--BUT 


THE DOUBTS: 
EAT YOU LIKE 


SHORT YEARS 
WHEN HOST 
AND SWARM 
COEXISTED! 
AND THEN-- 


THE FAILURE 
OF FRAIL FLESH... 
THE CRASH...THE 
STILLNESS...AND THE 
SLOW GATHERING OF 
EVIL AND CHAOS AS 
THIS JAIL FILLED 
WITH SCUM... 
















NONE 
OF YOU ARE 
OF USE TO ME 
AS HOSTS. 









YOU WILL 
We ALL FACE MY 
JUSTICE IN 
THE END. 


sy 


PRETTY MUCH WHAT 


7” _ INSPECTOR I THOUGHT. YOUR BASIC 
THANOTH, HE...HE SPACE SPORE MUTATED 
GAVE ME A DEMERIT... BROTHER... F BY A FORCE-ACTIVE 


YAS THAT? H Y KYBER CRYSTAL. 2. 
; \= 3] \ | ! 


WAITING FOR THE 
MY GUESS? RIGHT DO-GOODER 
THE SWARM GOT TO COME ALONG. NAF... ¥ Hung 
PSYCHICALLY IMPRINTED HOW DID IT GO, LOPSET? g KYBER CRYSTALS... 
WITH SOME JEDI'S HERO ONLY A SOUL OF GONE DEAD JEDI... 
COMPLEX--CRUSH EVIL, __ BEEN. RIGHTEOUS FOCUS OHHHH, YOU LITTLE 
UPHOLD JUSTICE, ALL STUCK HERE SHALL BE MY HOST.” SNAKE... 
THAT--BEFORE HE EVER SINCE. 


PROBING, 
CLOCKED OUT. ; TESTING, 


JUDGING. 







WHAT? 
WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


“ai, * 


= ae 













THERE'S A 
LIGHTSABER 
IN THAT SHIP, 
ISN'T 
THERE? 


SHE KNEW ALL ABOUT RISKING 
THIS BEFORE WE EVEN EVERYTHING 
BROKE /N_ HERE. THAT WHOLE FOR AUTOM 


“CHANGE GRAVITY” CRAP! 
IT'S CLASSIC HER! 


: 
©) )y)\ ) he) & 
~) SF am fa 
ih MUSEUM? HO! : 
ide he DARE YOU! It BELONGS wo Ay 
ie IN AN ARMORY! ys 
ye { 


WELL, TOO YOUR PHANTOM’S NOT SHIFTING 
BAD, Y'LITTLE OUT OF THAT SHELL FOR ANYTHING LESS 
Peta ie ai ane 

ING. 
EEAVING THOSE ‘ROUND HERE. 


Y= 
























I AM SCRAMBLING 
MY VOICE FOR REASONS 
THAT WILL SOON BECOME 
OBVIOUS. 


IT 1S MY STRONG. “ 
RECOMMENDATION THAT YOU 
DO NOT PLAY THIS RECORDING 
UNTIL YOU'RE ASSURED 
OF TOTAL COMMUNICATIONS 
AND SURVEILLANCE 
INTEGRITY. 


can you Trust 
By] THE OFFICER WHO 
A BROUGHT You THis J 
MESSAGE? 


I Wish TO 
Wey REPORT THAT I 
my) HAVE UNCOVERED 
A CONSPIRACY 
WITHIN THE 
EMPIRE. 


A 
CONSPIRACY, 
SIR, TO REPLACE 
HIM WITH A FORCE- 
Bl SENSITIVE HUMAN 
CURRENTLY AT LARGE 
AMONG REBEL 
IRCES. 






A CONSPIRACY 
THAT WOULD SHAKE 
THIS REGIME TO ITS 
VERY FOUNDATIONS, 
IF PERMITTED TO 
BECOME PUBLIC 
KNOWLEDGE. 








YOUR 
CONSPIRACY, 
MY LORD. 








“I IMAGINE YOU 
WILL WISH TO 
DISCUSS THIS 
IN PERSON.” 








